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such security could be procured till next day. So, spreading
a carpet upon a small terras, we passed the evening as
patiently as so uncomfortable a situation could admit, being
excessive hot and we had brought no refreshments of water
or liquor from the caravan; but we got a supply for our
future journey of mutton, fowls, very good leban with a few
melons, pomgranates &c.; all which and what little else the
place affords, even water, is brought from the rivers wide
[side?], distant from them, they told us, about four hours.
From hence, it seems, when the medicum [medium, i.e. air]
is clear of dust, may be seen the ruins of an ancient Couffa1,
and not far off is also the tomb of the Prophet Ezekiel2,
believed to be such by the Jews, who are at some expense
in expression of their veneration for it.
The Persian Chan this evening complimented us by a
messenger with enquiries concerning our welfare and tenders
of service, to which we returned the necessary compliments,
and desired his order for safely viewing the inside of the
mosque; but his Excellency vouchsafed us no answer, nor
did so impertinent a request deserve his attention.
As an instance of the Arabian hospitality to strangers
remaining yet an indispensable duty amongst them, I cannot
omit mentioning that from the moment we entered the house
in Meched Ali till that of our departure, a venerable old
Arab (who by the respect paid him appeared a principal
man) accompanied us and expressed by an interpreter great
concern we could not discourse together, desired we would
consider him as our servant come to do us all the good
offices in his power, and to these expressions were joined
an invitation almost every instant to either fruit or something
else before us.
2,6th, This morning about eight we had the pleasure to
leave the most wretched place and seemingly miserable
people in the universe, and got in a few hours to our caravan.
Today the heat was very fatiguing, but the night so cool that
1 Kufa: 7 miles away to the N.E.
* Tke reputed Tomb of Ezekiel is at Kifl, 17 miles to the N.N.E. See
Niebithr, op* dt. p. 216.